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May 22, 2021 

 
Part 1. Consideration of another class reunion  

I have been monitoring developments closely regarding the state of the pandemic recovery, according to scientists, doctors, government 
regulators, as reported daily in mainstream media, and I think it is time to consider seriously the practicality of another reunion in the fall of 
this year. In the US, according to a NY Times article of May 21, 2021, “there is now an excellent chance that the retreat is permanent.” 

As you all should know, the CDC has recently relaxed its COVID-19 guidelines. As summarized in an earlier report by the NY Times dated May 
17, 2021, the vaccine “radically reduces the chances of contracting or spreading the virus” in any of its common variant forms for most fully 
vaccinated people except for those who are particularly vulnerable due to other causes of immunocompromise, and the risk of serious illness 
or death is almost nonexistent. Therefore, except where subject to stricter state or local restrictions, or policies that may be adopted by 
certain business owners and other private entities, most adults can now comfortably resume most pre-pandemic activities in most 
circumstances without wearing masks or social distancing. (It is still currently recommended, however, that those who remain unvaccinated 
continue to wear masks for now.) Also on May 17, 2017, Gov. Cuomo announced that New York State is adopting the new CDC guidance 
statewide for most circumstances, effective May 19th. 

These developments, and the probability of further positive developments in the near future, have caused me to explore the feasibility of 
holding our twice-cancelled 60-year reunion one year late, on LI in the fall, say, late September or early October. If held, it would probably be 
our last class reunion! 

Unfortunately, the reunion management company that has done all the “heavy lifting” for our last few reunions (Reunions Unlimited, Inc.) 
did not survive the pandemic and has shut down. So the entire burden will fall mostly on me with the support of our Association’s Board of 
Directors.  Accordingly, I have arranged to meet next month, when I am in NY, with a representative of the Melville Marriott to discuss 
possible dates, catering costs and other contract terms. 

If we go forward, the unfortunate loss of Reunions Unlimited will have the less obvious, but nevertheless significant, additional consequence 
that at some point, we will likely be required to guarantee a certain level of attendance and thus be at financial risk if we fail to meet our 
commitment. To enable us to manage that risk and plan effectively, we need feedback from the class NOW! 

Therefore, the main purpose of this communication is to determine the extent of interest in, and likely attendance for, a reunion this fall, 
provided we do not see evidence of a setback in the COVID risk situation. So I need you to respond to the following four questions by return 
email by Monday, June 7th: 

1. Considering the state of the pandemic recovery expected by mid-September, would you be interested in attending what would probably be 
our last class reunion if held on LI?  (If, no, stop here, respond to Part 1 and proceed to Part 2; if yes, proceed to questions 2-5 of Part 1.) 

2. Would you be accompanied by a spouse or other guest? 

3. Would you (and your guest, if any) expect to be fully vaccinated by the end of August? 

4. If not fully vaccinated by the end of August, would you be willing to protect others by wearing a mask while in attendance? 

5. Would you be willing to guarantee your attendance by paying at least two weeks in advance of the scheduled event? 

Part 2. Fundraising appeal(1) 

As most of you know, we generally appeal to our class of Sailors annually in the summer, in the form of voluntary Association dues 
payments,(2) (because our Association’s fiscal year coincides with the traditional school year) for financial support to enable us to continue 
our activities for at least another year ― and our class always comes through.  (Of course, we are, indeed, the best class!)  
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As most of you also know, to help maintain the bond of fellowship we formed with each other so many years ago when we were kids, we 
maintain a small treasury for the many recurring monthly costs that keep our website online providing timely class news (some good, some 
sad) and putting joyous memories online, at your fingertips, at all times. Those recurring costs include web hosting, domain maintenance and 
cloud storage costs.  In furtherance of our mission,(3)  we also mail over 200 "official" class birthday cards every year to our classmates, and 
related printing and mailing costs keep escalating. And unfortunately, as we get older, while the number of birthday cards we send 
diminishes, the number of class get-well and sympathy cards that we send constantly increases, often disproportionately. In a reunion year, 
your donations are used to some extent to minimize admission costs so as to attract more attendees.  And as we have reported in the past, 
from time-to-time, we also incur other nonrecurring costs occasionally that enable us to take advantage of community service opportunities 
that may arise that we believe are consistent with such mission and to distinguish ourselves and to be fondly remembered as a class back 
home. (For example, we proudly raised thousands of dollars specifically for hometown Sandy relief in 2012 ― more than any other class!) 

But because of COVID-19, we made no such appeal in 2020. Despite the absence of a 2020 fundraising appeal, our normal activities and 
operating expenses; however, continued, and in 2020, they included unrecoverable expenses incurred in planning reunions that had to be 
cancelled ― twice ― due to COVID. Therefore, our treasury has run low.  

So please make your voluntary dues check for $25 or more, payable to 1960 Sailors Association Inc., and mail it to: 

Tom Nasca, Treasurer  

1960 Sailors Association Inc. 
11 Hunting Hill Dr. 
Blue Point, NY 11715. 

Thx, your continued support is very much appreciated. 

I hope you are all safe and well and that you enjoy your summer.  

 

____________ 

(1)  Note that if you are a “lifetime member,” (i.e., if you contributed $200 or more in any single year), this appeal for donations is not intended for you. (You should 
know who you are, but if there is any doubt, email me to check.) 

(2)  Please be advised that dues and other contributions paid to our Association are not deductible for federal income tax purposes. 

(3)  1960 Sailors Association Inc. is the "official" alumni association operated solely for members of the great and spirited Class of 1960 of Oceanside High 
School, Oceanside New York. Briefly summarized, our mission is to build on our sense of pride in our hometown and high school communities, and in our 
class, the fellowship and nostalgic feelings we all share, for the fond memories we have of our common youthful experiences.  


