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TO:   All Prospective Reunion Attendees Date:  August 2, 2021 
FROM: Howie 
 

The status of the pandemic. As you all know, the Coronavirus (COVID-19) has been the most pervasive and serious pandemic the 
world has endured in over 100 years. I have been closely monitoring pandemic developments since early 2020.  

On July 27, 2021, as a result of rapidly increasing cases, arising almost exclusively among the unvaccinated, attributable to the more 
transmissible Delta variant that is now dominant in the U.S., the CDC announced a new recommendation (https://www.cdc.gov/ 
coronavirus/2019-ncov/vaccines/fully-vaccinated-guidance.html) that fully vaccinated people begin wearing masks “in public, indoor settings” to 
help prevent spread in areas of “substantial” or “high” community transmission rates (as determined based on the number of cases per 
100,000 population and the number of (Nucleic Acid Amplification) tests (NAATs) that have a positive result in the last 7 days). It was 
reported that the CDC justified such action, at least in part, based on data that suggests that the Delta variant “may be” transmissible to 
unvaccinated persons by those who are vaccinated as easily as by unvaccinated persons (see next paragraph). And there have been reports 
by Pfizer of declining effectiveness of its vaccine from 95 to as little as 83.7% warranting booster shots for some people eight to 12 months 
from the second dose,” according to Pfizer CEO, Albert Bourla (https://www.marketwatch.com/story/pfizer-says-immunity-drops-to-83-within-six-
months-in-people-who-got-its-covid-19-shot-further-bolstering-the-company-case-for-a-booster-11627579817). However, experts have assured the 
boosters would become readily available quite quickly once deemed warranted.  

As a result of such rapidly increasing cases arising among the unvaccinated, there have been escalating pressures brought on businesses and 
state and local governments to reintroduce cautionary behavioral restrictions on the vaccinated. Recently, there has been growing publicity 
of so-called “breakthrough” infections occurring among the vaccinated attributable to the Delta variant. Until now, it has been reported that 
such cases have been rare and mild, often asymptomatic, and concentrated primarily in regions with the lowest vaccination rates and highest 
infection positivity rates such as in several southern states. However, as reported on July 30, 2021, by CNN and others, a study done of an 
outbreak in Provincetown, Massachusetts, just released by the CDC suggests that the Delta virus may be far more likely than previously 
thought to infect vaccinated people (with mild cases) and that those so infected, even if asymptomatic, are as likely as the unvaccinated to 
transmit the virus to others. But the Provincetown study did not show any increased risk of serious illness or death to the vaccinated ― very 
few were hospitalized, and no one died! (https://www.cnn.com/2021/07/30/health/delta-variant-covid-19-questions-answered/index.html). 

On his Sunday morning broadcast, “Reliable Sources,” on August 1, 2021, CNN’s Brian Stelter makes an excellent case that the 
mainstream media’s recent coverage of these new developments needs added nuance to correct an unduly alarming and misleading message 
to the vaccinated that has been failing to emphasize adequately that significant COVID risk still resides almost solely with the unvac-
cinated. Stelter suggests that case count be de-emphasized and that focus be placed instead on hospitalizations as a better metric since the 
overwhelming majority of reported cases that do not result in hospitalizations are insignificant. (See 4-minute video at https://www.cnn. 
com/videos/media/2021/08/01/stelter-covid-media-coverage-reset-commentary-rs-vpx.cnn.) 

After cancelling our reunion plans twice in 2020, before scheduling it this time, our email survey determined that the overwhelming 
majority of those classmates interested in attending this reunion have, in fact, been vaccinated. However, although we understand that no 
vaccine is 100% risk-free, at this time, we know that significant risk of severe illness, hospitalization or death remains almost only with the 
unvaccinated. (I would say those who are vaccinated typically face many far more serious risks every day all throughout our lives.) 

Although all of the foregoing creates an immeasurable risk that our planned reunion may ultimately have to be shelved for a third time, 
nevertheless for the following reasons, I remain cautiously confident at this time that the vaccines will likely enable us to safely enjoy our 
reunion as currently scheduled for October 8, 2021 ― over 60 days from now. I will continue to monitor developments and update this alert 
as necessary; accordingly, it should be revisited periodically for updates.  

According to a report by the NY Times (https://www.nytimes.com/interactive/2021/us/nassau-new-york-covid-cases.html#risk-guidance), as of July 27, 2021, 
74% of all Nassau residents over 18 years of age (75% for NY State) have been fully vaccinated, significantly above the national average 
approximating 60%, according to the CDC (https://covid.cdc.gov/covid-data-tracker/#vaccinations), and although cases in Nassau County have risen 
somewhat over the last two weeks, and more data will be necessary as time goes by, they remain relatively low at an average rate (for the 
unvaccinated, that is) of only 7 mild or asymptomatic cases daily, and “vaccinated people are at minimal risk.” An excellent NY Times article 
putting it all in perspective as of July 26th, can be accessed at https://messaging-custom-newsletters.nytimes.com/template/oakv2?abVariantId 
=0&campaign_id=9&emc=edit_nn_20210726&instance_id=36254&nl=the-morning&productCode=NN&regi_id=136527479&segment_id=64431&te=1&uri=nyt%3 
A%2F%2Fnewsletter%2Fd69c005c-0a4f-57c8-914d-16ef1ad6ddbc&user_id=7ea0889b1c38cd5a3b427b39d7248c05.  

The CDC’s new guidance is only a recommendation (not a requirement), leaving it up to states and local officials and businesses to 
determine whether to reintroduce mask requirements for certain people. Despite its relatively high vaccination and low positivity rates cited 
above (the first of which, incidentally, is now the only real driver of risk for the second) for the week ended August 2, 2021, unfortunately, 
the community transmission rate reported by the CDC for Nassau County, NY, was raised from “substantial” to “high.” For your information, 
the terms, “high” and “substantial” transmission rate are quite conservatively low risk thresholds, with “high” defined as more than only 100, and 
“substantial,” defined as between 50 and 100, cases per 100,000 people (i.e., greater than only 0.05%).  Swept into these ultra-cautious definitions 
of “substantial” or “high” are over 63 % of counties in the U.S.  On July 29th, the Times reported that “vaccine mandates are on the rise, and they 
will probably have a bigger effect than mask mandates.” Less speculatively, as a consequence of recent heavy publicization of the fact that 
virtually 100% of all recent hospitalizations and deaths, “the number of first vaccine doses, or new people getting their first shots is [in fact,] up 
31% compared to a week ago and rising in nearly every state” (https://www.cnbc.com/2021/07/30/us-covid-vaccine-rates-delta-variant.html). Therefore, 
the new CDC recommendation will undoubtedly be temporary and be withdrawn as vaccination rates rise sufficiently, and transmission rates 
recede, accordingly. And keep in mind, those recently defined community transmission rates apply almost 100% to the unvaccinated! 

Please be assured that our host hotel, the Hilton Garden Inn in Plainview, NY, is committed to the highest standards for cleaning and 
disinfection in full compliance with CDC guidance and all applicable state and local regulations. (For more information, see 
https://hilton.com/cleanstay.) Currently, consistent with the invitation you received, the Hilton requires masking only for the unvaccinated, but as 
discussed herein, that may change soon. 

Gov. Cuomo announced on July 28, 2021, that NY State will review and seriously consider the new CDC guidance recommending that its 
local and county authorities do the same. He is also talking to international health experts before acting upon the new guidance. If any NYS 
or county regulations, or hotel policy, that would require masking of vaccinated people becomes applicable to our reunion location for early 
October, our Association’s Board of Directors may vote to cancel our reunion, and we will announce it online and by email to all registered 
attendees. So make sure I receive your registration. 

Our reunion registration and refund policy. The back side of your mailed invitation card is a registration form that is also 
available online at http://1960sailors.net/OnlineRegForm.pdf; it is returnable to me, as instructed, without payment, by August 28th. After we 
receive your registration, you will receive an invoice (most likely by email) for $75 per person, requesting that you send your check (fully 
refundable under limited circumstances described below) to our Association treasurer, Tom Nasca, also as instructed, no later than 
September 15th, but preferably earlier. Written requests for refunds for any reason will be honored but only if received by September 24th. 
Otherwise, refunds will be automatically made in the event that our October 8th reunion is cancelled either due to significant reported 
increases in COVID-related risks or restrictions in Nassau County, NY, or to a severe weather emergency or other cause beyond our 
control.  

Because of the COVID uncertainty, those traveling by air would be well-advised not to book their flights with nonrefundable fares. 


